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Presidential Search Update

With the help of People Management, the HCA School Board continues to seek a 
President who will provide strong spiritual, academic and Christ-like leadership 
for the Academy. The goal is to have our new President in place for the upcoming 
2008/2009 school year.

We have conducted a number of telephone interviews, then narrowed it down to 
in-person interviews with a number of candidates. During this process, the Lord 
has opened and closed doors concerning many of these people. People                 
Management is in the process of testing and performing evaluations on candidate 
finalists. Please be in prayer as we seek the Lord for wisdom and discernment in 
extending an offer, as well as for the candidates as they seek the Lord for His   
leading and guiding. It has been exciting to see God's hand at work during this 
process.

This school year has gone extremely well with the current administrative team 
performing above and beyond the call of duty. Please continue to uphold them in 
prayer as they have all carried the extra burden. The entire HCA Board of Trustees 
is so thankful to God for these faithful ones.

Sam Dyrud
HCA Board Chairman

INTRODUCING OUR NEW 2008-2009 MIDDLE SCHOOL DEAN

The Secondary          
Administrative 
Team is thrilled to 
announce the      
addition of Mrs. 
Angie Gatzke to the 
Administrative 
Team for the 2008-
09 Academic year 
as our Middle 

School Dean. We are excited about our 
return to a two-dean administrative 
team and the Lord’s leading to Mrs. 
Gatzke as His perfect provision for this
role.

Mrs. Gatzke has proven herself to be a 
teacher with many talents. In addition 
to being one of our most eclectic           
academicians, Mrs. Gatzke took a            
leadership role this year in mentoring 
our Middle School Student Council, a 
key position of influence in student life 
at Heritage. She is also active in the 
world of athletics. Many of you have 
seen her consistently “at the table” in 
the gymnasium, a demonstration of her 
investment in student life at Heritage.  
Sought after for her wisdom and           
counsel, she has previously served as a 
mission trip lead for Heritage, building 
on her own experience as a Peace Corp 
volunteer in Namibia, Africa, where she 

blessed others with her talents in 
teaching and mentoring. Mrs. Gatzke’s 
leadership skills, her ability to              
interface well with both students and 
parents, the respect she engenders 
from her colleagues, her clear passion 
for Christ, and her joyful countenance 
underscore her selection for this role. 

In order to accommodate an increased 
administrative load, Mrs. Gatzke will 
continue to teach, but with a reduced 
course load, including sixth grade 
math and selected electives. As she           
assists Mrs. Butler in mentoring other 
teachers, her teaching gifts will also be 
employed in new and excellent ways.  
Please look forward to the opportunity 
to welcome Mrs. Gatzke to her new 
role for 2008-09.

Beginning and End Dates for 2008-09
September 2, 2008 Opening Day of School

May 28: Last Day of School

Daily Bell Schedule 2008-09
Secondary School Start Time: 8:00 a.m. 
Elementary School Start Time: 8:05 a.m. 

Elementary School Release Time: 2:45 p.m.
Secondary School Release Time: 2:55 p.m. 



via an application process. Student Nomination 
Forms will include qualification details. An Academic 
and Fine Arts Lettering Nomination Form will be 
available in the Secondary School Office beginning 
May 5 for students who wish to apply for               
consideration this year. Seniors must apply prior to 
graduation. Nomination forms for letters in Fine Arts 
and Academics must be completed and returned to 
the Secondary Office by May 15 to be included in the 
Recognition Ceremony.

We are looking forward to this new opportunity to 
honor excellence at "H" CA!

LETTERING SYSTEM in Brief:

ACADEMICS
Tracked by: Application (by deadline)
Earned by: Point System
1. Honors-Value for High and Highest Honors each 
semester earned or other HCA academic awards
2. Value for successful completion of honors level 
coursework posted to an HCA transcript (PSEO/AP)
3. HCA Service Opportunities that apply academic 
skills-Teaching Assistants, Tutors, Educational       
Assistants, etc.

FINE ARTS
Tracked by: Application (by deadline)
Earned by: Point System
1. Exceeding academic requirements for graduation-
Value per credit
2. Value for Extra Curricular Commitments affiliated 
with or sponsored by HCA-Both events and organiza-
tions/clubs (Theater Arts Club, Jazz Band, etc.).
3. Value for Excellence-Points awarded for Superior 
ratings earned at HCA affiliated events and HCA Fine 
Arts awards, Minnesota State High School League 
Solo and Ensemble Contest, Art Show Displays, etc.

ATHLETICS
Tracked by: Athletic Department
Earned by: Participation in HCA Varsity Games
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HONORING ACHIEVEMENT WITH AN “H”

Remembering Those Who Serve In The Military

Heritage is home to    
students who are gifted 
in many ways. As our 
academic and                
extracurricular programs 
in the secondary school 
grow, so do the             
opportunities for our  
students to demonstrate 
commitment and achieve 
excellence in the areas of 

their giftedness. The Secondary School                      
Administration is pleased to introduce a Lettering 
System for two areas beyond our traditional lettering 
system in Athletics that will honor student               
achievement. Beginning with our 2008 Secondary 
Recognition Ceremony, students will now be               
honored with letters in Academics and in Fine Arts 
as well.

To be eligible to receive an HCA letter "H," Students 
must meet established criteria toward their letter 
qualification through participation in HCA affiliated 
activities or honors. The academician who earns 
high or highest honors consistently will naturally 
qualify for a letter by their senior year. Those who go 
above and beyond academic requirements in        
academic service roles or completion of honors level 
coursework may qualify prior to their senior year. 
The average student who demonstrates dedication in 
their Fine Arts specialty at HCA (Band, Choir,       
Orchestra, Theater Arts, or Visual Arts) would earn a 
letter by their junior or senior year. Students who 
excel in their area of specialty as demonstrated 
through commitment and achievement can            
potentially earn a letter prior to their senior year.

Tracking of varsity athletes working toward              
qualification for athletic letters will continue to be 
handled automatically by the Athletic Office.                
Academic and Fine Arts Lettering will be assessed 

Nicole Jensen’s 5th grade class received a surprise overseas telephone call from            
Jonathan Owens, the USMC soldier serving in Iraq to whom the students have 
been sending monthly care packages! While talking with Jonathan via speakerphone,     
students were thrilled to learn about Jonathan’s living conditions and “job” requirements. 
The students have displayed true Christian love and generosity all year, as they sent food 
items, reading material, music and (get this) a brand-new PSP game system! Mrs. Jensen 
relayed the story of how a post office worker donated the price of mailing one of the care 
packages, as she was touched by the generosity of Mrs. Jensen and her students! Way to go, fifth graders!

Please continue to lift Mitchell Huston (HCA '06), son of Pam (HCA Finance Department) & Tom, in 
prayer, as he continues to serve with the Marines in Iraq. 
Please feel free to email Mitch at: mitch_huston@yahoo.com



Academic Accomplishments
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Where are some of our ’08 Grads headed?
This year’s senior students have qualified for many 
leadership, athletic and academic scholarships to 
colleges and universities across our nation. Included 
in the colleges our ’08 graduates will be attending 
are:

Northwestern of Iowa
Bethel University, St. Paul
St. Olaf, Northfield, MN
Gustavus Adolphus, St. Peter, MN
Gordon of Massachusetts
U of MN, Duluth
U of MN, Twin Cities
U of WI, Eau Claire
Northwestern College, St. Paul
Liberty University, VA
Covenant College, GA
Association Free Lutheran Bible School, MN

Girls Bball GPA’s
Our Varsity Girls Basketball team won Section 4 and 
took 4th in Class A for the Minnesota Girls           
Basketball Coaches Association Academic              
Champions. Congratulations, ladies! 
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Athena Award

HCA Senior Autumn 
Beasley has been 
named one of the   
Minneapolis area’s 
Athena Award         
recipients for this 
year. The Athena 

awards program recognizes the 
athletic achievements of out-
standing senior female athletes. 
Autumn’s achievements include 
the following All-Conference 
awards: 3 time First Team MCAA 
in Volleyball, two time First Team 
All-Conference for Track, and 1 
time Honorable Mention and 3 
time First Team for basketball. 
Additionally, Autumn scored 2000 
career points in basketball, 
achieved at her last varsity game 
this year! 

Along with the 52 other Athena 
Award recipients, Autumn will be 
honored at a banquet Friday, May 
9 at the Minneapolis Convention 
Center. Way to go, Autumn!

Dates to Remember

May 
1       HCA Day of Prayer
        HS Band, Orchestra & Choir Concert
6       National Teacher Day
7       AP Testing: Calculus
8       AP Testing: Literature
9       Deadline for KD/KDG Current Fami-

lies’ Registration for 2008-2009
9, 12-16 SAT TESTING WEEK
        Please, no absences except for illness
10     High School Spring Banquet
11     Mother's Day
13     AP Science Exam
16    6:30 p.m.: Theater Arts Performance
18    Senior Baccalaureate
    HS Orchestra & MS Choir performance
19-23     School Sports Days
            Monday- Kdg.-1st Grade
            Tuesday- 2nd-3rd Grade
            Wednesday- 4th & 5th Grade
            Thursday-Kdg.
            Friday-Middle School 
20    Kindergarten Graduation
            6:15 p.m. M/W Kindergarten
            7:15 p.m. T/T Kindergarten 
21    1:30 p.m. M/W KD Program
22    1:30 p.m. T/T KD Program
26    Memorial Day

Class of ’08 Honors
This year’s Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian were named 
Wednesday, April 23rd.           
Valedictorians are Rachel Butler 
and Heather Pagelkopf. Salutatorians are Hannah          
Osborne and Allison Carlson.

30 HCA students recently competed against 
over 1400 Minnesota students in a statewide math 
competition held at St. Cloud State University. It was 
the first time HCA participated in this annual event, 
and our students competed very well. High school 
math instructor Dan Campion hopes to return next 
year, depending on the level of student interest.

Special acknowledgement goes to 7th grader, Luke 
Thompson who was ranked in the top 30 students 
in the state.

27    8:15-9:45 a.m. 8th grade 
       Recognition Chapel
29 6:45 p.m. Secondary School
        Recognition Ceremony 
30    Seniors Last Day of School
June
2-5    MS/HS Final Exams
3      Elementary School Awards              
       Ceremony
        6:15-7:15 p.m. Grades 1-3
        7:45-8:45 p.m. Grades 4-5
4       Regular School Hours 
       8:05 a.m.–2:44 p.m
5    LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
       Elementary Picnic Day
       School Day Ends at 1:00 p.m.
       End of Fourth Quarter
6      7:00 p.m. Graduation,                   
       CLASS OF 2008
        High School Band and High School  
        Choir performance
       Rehearsal: 10:00 a.m.
Mid-June
       Report Cards Mailed Home
September 2, 2008
       First Day of the 2008-09 School
       Year

NEW ELECTIVES FOR 08-09!
High school students will enjoy the following NEW 
elective options for the coming year:
*Creative Writing and Mystery Literature
*Astronomy
*Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics
*Servant Leadership
See your course catalogue for complete descriptions.



READY TO CHANGE THE 
WORLD!

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN 
ACADEMY

Heritage Christian Academy
15655 Bass Lake Road

Maple Grove, MN 55311
Phone: 763-463-2200

Fax: 763-463-2299

Check us out on the web 
at

readytochangetheworld.org

Have any news about alumni, current staff or students, great  photos past or present? 
Send your submissions to jherman@readytochangetheworld.org

Bits & Pieces

HCA Character          
Qualities:
Servant:
A Christ-centered        
education flows out from 
HCA students as they en-
joy opportunities to serve their community,              
globally as well as locally.

THANK YOU! 
Elementary students raised over $800 during missions 
month. These funds will help to support 27 high school 
students and chaperones, who will travel to the              
Northern Cheyenne Reservation in Montana in June. Thank 
you to all the HCA Elementary Students that made this 
fundraiser such a success!

Please Pray For the HCA 
Mission Team:

June 14-21

Heritage Christian Academy 
through YouthWorks!, Inc. will 
be sending a team of High School 
Students to the Northern              
Cheyenne Reservation in Montana. 

The rugged, mountainous land of the Northern Cheyenne 
Reservation is home to the unique culture and heritage of 
the Cheyenne people. But the day-to-day realities of life on 
the reservation present several challenges, from                  
unemployment to poverty to inadequate housing. There is 
much to learn from this resilient tribe as our group           
participates in work projects on the reservation and        
ministers to local children.

Mark your calendar 
now for these           
important summer 
2008 dates:

June 9-13: 
HCA Futbol Camp

June 23-27: 
HCA Elementary Basketball Camp

June 23-27: Summer Sewing Camp

July 14-18: HCA Secondary Basketball Camp

July 21-25: HCA Volleyball Camp

Brochures are now available in the main office 
for Summer Sports Camps. 


